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vomited substance hardens. (That is the sa-'ba-rh^) The price of it equals that of gold. It is adulterated with rhinoceros excrements.
The gitr-du-si is the horn of a large serpent. It has the property of neutralising poison.411
The lung chung ma (dragon-horses) are found iu the western sea. They are provided with scales and horns. People do not allow mares with colts to graze near (the sea-shore). The colts are drawn into the sea, and do not come back.412
There is also a black eagle (tsao tiao).   It lays only
the orbits to the nose of Crocoddus liporcatus. The author of the Pen ts ao gives gung-li-lo as the Sanscrit name of the kiao yu. Indeed, the crocodile m Sanscrit is kumlhira. See also Fauvel's interesting article on "Alligators in China" (Journ. N. China Br. As. Soc., xiii.).
411 Gu'du-si (gu = bone, cfa* = strong, $i = rhinoceros). But these characters here are not to be translated, for they represent probably the foreign name of a medicine. }for further particulars see Pen te'oo, chap. xlih. fol. 40. The Cho Tceng lut a woik written in the fomtoenth century, states also that the yu-du-si is tho horn of a laxge serpent. \Ve read in the " Mirabilia " of Friar Jordanus (firwt half of the fourteenth century) that IndiaTertia (Africa) IB tlio countiy of rhinoceroses, civot-cata, horned adders, true negroea, ambergriB, and zebras (Yule'H "Cathay," 182). There is in Northern Africa a viper, Cerastes corwutus, horned \iper, well known to the ancientw, and rc-mai kable for its fatal vonom and for two little horns foimed by the scales abovo the eyes, In China as well as in India the pcoplo from time immemorial attribute also anti-poisonous virtues to the ihmoceros horn, The ancient matoria medica attnbutod to Emperor Slwn nuny, n o. 2700, states that the horn of the ihinoceros "cuies the hundred poisons" Tho rhinoceros and goblets made from tho rhinoceros horn are repeatedly mentioned in the Chinese classics, and even at the present day the latter can be purchased everywhere in China, as in the days of Confucius Compare about rhinoceros horns, Biisching'* " Asion," 11 838.
413 The Chinese author had probably heard of the largo cetaceous animal dugong, which is described in zoology under tho name of tfalicore cctacca Tin* beast is found in the Indian Ocean and also in the Bed Sea and tho Forman Gulf, and frequents the ahallow sea and the coasts, where it feeds on the submarine sea-grass pastures. Accordingjo BUsching, " Asien," ii. 836, the dugong is called JZaddkudira or sea-horse by the Tamulians. The word dugong is a corruption from the Malay duyong. The dugong has given rise, in ancient times, to many miraculous legends circulating among the Arabs and Persiana. We ought not to wonder, when the Chinese author attributes to it horns and Bcalos, according to Chinese views, indispensable decorations for a marvellous animal